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SERMON, © 


Eccleſ. v. I. 


Keep thy Foot when thou goeſt into the 
Hou e of God, and be more ready to 
hear, than to offer the Sacrifice of 
Fools ; for they conſider not that they 
do Evil. 


HESE Words ſeem to be a Dire&ion, 
for the due and acceptable Performance 
of the Publick Worſhip of God. 

But fince the Expreſſions made uſe of, 


are not very obvious and plain ; it may not perhaps be 
proper, to determine abſolutely of the Senſe of them, 
without a particular Explication : Which therefore 1 
ſhall attempt. | 

＋ B Tecp 
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A SERMON 


— thy Foot when thou goeſt to the Houſe of God, 


or as ſotme would have it, when thou comeſt te tho. 


Houſe of God. Becauſe, as they obſerve, the Word 
in the Original ſometimes ſignifies to be come to a 
Place, to be au arriv'd there, as well as the go- 
ing thither : And ſince what follows in this, and 
the next Verſes, relates to Things done in the Hotiſe 


of God, "tis moſt probable that the firſt Part of t 
Text, does ſo likewiſe. 


But granting this to be true, there can be no man- 


ner of Neceflity for altering the Engliſh Reading, be- 
cauſe according to our way of Speaking, if we ſay 
a Perſon when he goes ro Church, ſhould do ſuch 
and ſuch Things, tis underſtood of ſuch as are to 
be done when he is actually there, not in going, or at 
ſetting out. 

The Phrafe of keeping, or taking Heed to the Foot 


or Feet, is according to ſome 'wholly figurative, with- 


out any literal Senſe at all, and imports as much as 
this: That as Men take heed to their Feet, where 


there is danger of falling; ſo ſhould we be careful 
how we carry our ſelves in tbe Houſe of God, fince 


uit huut Care, our Behaviour might be unſuitable to the 
End of coming there. 

But tho” this Interpretation may anſwer the De/; n 
of the Text, which is to make us devout; yet tis 


more probable the Words allude to a Cuſtom in uſe 


among the Fews, and other Eaſtern Nations, of put- 


ting off the Shoe when they went into their Tem- 
Which: 


ples. 
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Which Practice perhaps might be deriv'd from the 
Command of God to Moſes, when he appear'd to him 


7 


in the Buſh, ro put of bis Shoes from off his Feet, _ iii. 


becauſe the Place whereon be ſtood was holy Ground, ” 
Or as ſome think the Rite was in uſe before, and that 
God's commanding it then, did only intimate to Mo- 
ſes, that having conſecrated that Spot of Ground, 
by his immediate Preſence, he would have the Core 


mony perform'd, which was ordinarily made uſe of, 


in every holy Place. 
But Peas might be the Original of this Cuſtom, 


all agree it was long in uſe, before Solomon's Days; 
and there is good Reaſon for thinking, he might re- 
fer to it here. For ſince the putting off the Shoe, was 
us d as a Religious Ceremony, upon Men's entring into 
the Places where God teſtified his immediate Preſence; 
nothing could be more natural, than the alluding to it, 
to recommend a devout Behaviour in the Houſe of God - 
Becauſe that doing ſo, was perfectly agreeable to the 
way of Speaking among the Jews; who in their 
Precepts and Exhortations, commonly included the 
Spiritual Duty, under fome ſuch our toari AF, as did 


generally accompany it, and was intended to be a Sign 


of it. 


Nothing is more common than this, throughout the 
Old Teftament. 


And therefore, ſince this S was us'd, as 


a Token of Religious Reverence ; and fince the wed 


Aﬀettions of the Heart, were (according to the Exftern 
B 2 — 
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manner of ſpeaking) uſually couch'd under ſome viſi- 
ble bodily Signs ; nothing can be more natural, than 

6 to interpret the Precept in my Text, as enjoyning all 

proper Reverence, both of Soul and Body, in the Houſe 
of God. | 
= Thus the Fews themſelves underſtood it, tho? too 
| apt to reſtin the Letter, and overlook the Subſtance, 

1 and Meaning intended by it. 

. The Targum upon the Text ſays, that we ought 
not to go into the Houſe of the Lord with Sins unre- 
pented of, and that we ſhould not be like Fools, who 
offer Sacrifices for their Sins, and turn not from their 
evil Works. | | 

And ſeveral of their Rabbies tell us, that the pulling 
off the Shoe, (ignify'd the caſting off all ſinful, and 
earthly Affections, when we come to God's Houſe. 

It follows, be more ready to hear, than to offer the 
Sacrifice of Fools 

Be more ready to hear, that is, to obey God, and 
keep his Commandments : For ſince the End of hear- 


wha 
— 
- 


_ on ing God's Will, ſhould be in order to obey him, there- 
3 20:0 Hearing, is put for Obeying, in a great many 
— rg Places of Scripture: 9 


4 he + = 


— 


Than to offer the Sacrifice of Fools; which all thoſe - 
Perſons do, who think their Sacrifices will make their 
Peace, tho' they lead wicked Lives, and conſider not | 
that they do Evil. 
I take this to be the Meaning of the Words : And 
mne 
an 


" e n . dues _ — 2 
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and Praiſes now, do (as far as concerns the Point in 
Queſtion) anſwer to Sacrifices of old, and are there- 
fore ſtil'd Sacrifices, both in the O14 and New Teſta- 1 
ment; it will follow, that the Commands in my * = iii. 
Text, do oblige us by the Analogy of Reaſon to theſe 1 Fer. ii. 3. 


| | Two Things. 


Firſt, Great Reverence, both of Soul and Body, in 
the Publick Worſhip : Gathered from theſe Words, Kzep 
: : thy Foor, when thou goeſt into the Houſe of God. 
Secondly, The leading a good Life, to render our 
| Devotions acceptable : Grounded upon the following 

Words, and be more ready to hear, that is, to obey, 
than to offer the Sacrifices of Fools, 


I ſhall conſider both theſe Points in my following 
Diſcourſe, and then ſhall make Application of them. 


1. That we are to uſe great Reverence both of 
Soul and Body, in the Publick Worſhip ; Keep * 
Foot when thou goeſt into the Houſe of God. 


And to this (beſides the poſitive Precept) we ſtand 
engag'd by the ſtrongeſt Reaſons that can bind us, in 
any Caſe. I ſhall but mention them, becauſe I take 
them to be too evident, to need any explaining. 
SUCH as: The Majeſty of the Great God, we 


appear before : 


The 
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The Unworthineſs of us ſinful Creatures, to ap- 
proach his ſacred Preſence : 


The vaſt Importance of thoſe Things, we come to 
ask at his Hands; and the little Reaſon we have to 
hope, that our Petitions ſhall be granted, if ſliebtly 
and carelesſly offer'd : 

The happy Influence, that a fincere and fervent De- 
votion, would have upon our Lives : 
Wich the great Danger, that an habitual Irreverence 
in the Acts of divine Worſhip, ſhould wear out that 
awful Senſe, which the very naming or thinking of God 
ſhould always inſpire us with ; and which is known to 
have ſuch excellent Effects, on our Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions: 5 

Together with the [great Advantage that our aw- 
ful Demeanour in God's Houſe, might be of to other: 
Who ſeeing in us all the Marks of Reverence, becoming 
the Place we are in, may be.wrought by it, to the ſame 
Frame and Diſpoſition themſelves : 

Or if we have not Piety enough, to be mov d by ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe ; let us then conſider the Scandal and 
Miſchief of a contrary Carriage, and the Load of Guilt, 
that muſt lye upon us, for contributing to the Irreve- 
rence of Multitudes, by our ill Example: And making 
them careleſly neglect, what if duly attended to, might 

prove the Means of their Converſion, and fave their 


Souls. 


Add 


before the Levant=Com pany. 


Add to theſe, the unſpeakable Pleaſure that the pious 


Man muſt ſometimes feel, when wholly wrapt up in De- 


vot ion: 


When the conſtraining Love of Chriſt, has taken Poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Heart, and the tender Mercies of the 


moſt High, are rang'd before his Thoughts: 

When rais'd by Faith above the World, he views 
the Regions of Bliſs, and quickens his Hopes with 
the Expectation of everlaſting Joys. 


But beſides the Reaſuns above-mentioned, to make 


us reverent and devout ; *tis well worthy our Ob- 
ſervation, that there is ſomething in the very Nature 


of barely meditating upon God, and in al the Addreſ- 
ſes that we make to him ; which would not fail (if but 


attended to) to beget devour Afections; and ſuch as 
ſuit that particular Sort of Worſhip, we are paying to 
him. 

For who for Inſtance (as a Preparative to the offer- 
ing our Prayers and Praiſes) can contemplate the 
tranſcendent Excellencies of the divine Nature, but 
from even the imperfe# View he has inthis frail and 
mortal State, muſt find the Senſe of boundleſs Perfecti- 
on fill and awe his Soul? POT Ys 

Who can refle& on the infinite Diſtance between 
God and us, on the abſolute Dependance we have up- 
on him, and the Obligations we lye under to him; but: 
all the Pride of human Nature muſt be humbled at 
the View, and the Soul naturally bend it ſelf, to the 
lowlieſt Submiſſion and Reverence ? 

| Who: 
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Who is there can repeat the Words of our general 
Confeſſion (if he conſiders what he ſays) but feeling 
the Burden of his Sins, and full of the Terrors of the 
Lord, muſt pray with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, that God 
would blot out his Tranſgreſſions, and remember his Ini- 

quities no more? CY 

Who can petition for God's Gifts and Graces (if he 
has a due Senſe of them) without a Fervency, that 
bears ſome Proportion to their ineſtimable Value, and 

| bis urgent Need? 

Who can conſider the innumerable Mercies he has re- 
ceiv d at God's Hands, but his Soul muſt bleſs the Lord, 
and all that is within him praiſe his Holy Name ? 

Who can contemplate him, as our Creatour, Preſer- 
ver, and Benefactor; as the great Original of all Good, 
and as One that provides for the various Wants of the 

- numberleſs Creatures, that he has made ; but from the 
amiable, and wonderful View of ſo affecting a Scene, 
muſt be filPd with Aſtoniſnment, Gratitude, and 
Love? and more eſpecially if we view him, under 
the yet more endearing Relations, of a Redeemer, a 
Comforter, a Father, and a Friend; as one that patient- 
ly bears with Sinners, mercifully pardoneth the Peni. 
tent, and rewards the Faithful and Obedient with everlaſt- 

| ing Life, NON LEON. £ 

| I ſay, who can have ſuch Thoughts as theſe (which 
| vet the Offices of our Church muſt ſiugge/? to all that 
| ſcriouſly weigh them,) but his Soul muſt be affected 
| by them ? | 


And 


* 917 „ 
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And if the Soul be affected duly, it will be eaſy to 
addto this, a decent bodily Reverence : And that too is 
very neceſſary. 

For tho' nothing that the Body does, can be ſtrictly 
call'd Worſhip, unleſs directed by the Soul; yet *tis 
fit the Body ſhould obey the Soul, in outwardly teſtify- 
ing thoſe Affections which She inwardly feels. For ſince 
the Bay is God's Workmanſhip as well as the Soul, and 
is capable of being the Soul's Inſtrument in paying a 
proper Homage ; it is reaſonable we gl-r/fie God, both 
with our Souls and Bodies, wh.ch are Gods. 

And therefore beſides many Precepts and Examples 
in the Old Teſtament, we find our Saviour and his Apo- 
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ſtles in the New, made uſe of bodily Geſtures in the 1 m 


Worthip of God, Nay it ſeems to have been a Practice Cough 
founded'on the common Reafon of Mankind, fince all 
the Nations of the World have us'd it. And indeed 
without it, one principal End of the public Worſhip 
(which 1s to affe& others with a Religious Reverence 
by our Example) would. not be duly anſwer'd. 

Becaufe tis only by bodily Signs, the Voice, the 
Countenance, and the Geſture, that we can poſſibly 
judge of the Devotion, of anather Man. So that we 
ought to be very careful of. the outward Appearance 
in the Houle of God, as well as the inward Diſ- 
polit1 mon. 

And for the regulating of that, we need no b:tter 
Directions, than to follow the Rules of our. Church. 
For if they were but obferv'd; then every one muſt 


GC have: 


ix. 40. 


x. 36. 
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have at leaſt the Appearance of Devotion, and ſa the 
Scandal of irreverent Behaviour (which has a great ma- 
ny pernicious Effects) would be prevented. 
| Beſides, thoſe who are undevout, not for Want of 
Principles of Religion, but heedleſly ſuffering their 
Minds to ramble among improper Objects; by the meer 
changing of the Geſture of their Bodies, might be 
minded of what they came about, and call'd back from 
their Wandring, to the ſolemn Duty of the Place. And 
even thoſe who have very little Reliſh for the Pleaſures 
of God's Houſe, when they find it faſhionable to. 4“ pear 
devout, and that they cannot apply to any Thing elſe 
with ſo good a Grace, may perhaps become ſo in earneſt, 
But if there be Reaſon for exhorting Men, to the 
outward Expreſſions of Devotion, as well as the inward 
Senſe of it, ſince there are ſo many wanting in it 
ſo we may ſometimes ſee thoſe, who over do it in this 
particular, making uſe'of, and laying Streſs on more Ce- 
remonies than our Liturgy preſcribes, | 
I am perſwaded ſuch Men do not conſider, that this re- 
flectæ upon our Church, as if deficient in her Rules: 
That they are hereby guilty of Innovations, which 
they would call a Fault in others : And that by in- 
troducing Cuſtoms, without a proper Authority, they 


act againſt all the Reaſons for an efabliſÞ'd Form. 


I fay, I am very far from believing, that they actu- 
ally think on this, and therefore *tis ſo much the more 
proper to take Notice of it. Eſpecially if we confider 
(which is likewiſe very fit to be obſery'd) that the 

73 greateſt 
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greateſt” Superſſitione in the World: have had ſmall and 
harmleſs Beginnings: and have generally role from ſuch 


Things, as enſrare a weak (tho pious) Zeal, with the 


engaging, plauſible Pretence of a more — Devot ion. 
So that the neerely Pious, as well the Careleſs and Pro. 
phane, may ſtand in Need of ſome Caution, when they go 
into the Houſe of God, 

And the moſt proper Caution in this Caſe, to ſuch as are 
Members of our Church, is to take the Church for their 
Guide, in theſe Ritual Matters, and not affe other Ce- 
re monies, than She has appointed. For this Rule, would 

not only keep them from running into Superſtition; but 
likewiſe perſerve the publick Worſhip uniform, and decent. 


But I am not here to forget, that befides the Qualifica- - 
tions already mention'd (which are of indiſpenſable Obli- 

gation) there is ſomething yet further neceſſary, to ren- 
der our Devotions acceptable: And that comes now to 


be conſider'd, 
2dly. Linder the ſecond Part of my Diſcourſe, name= 
ly, a Good Life : grounded on theſe Words of my Text, 


and be more ready to hear, that is to obey God, than to 


Her the Sacrifice of Fools. 


Did not the Sacrifice of Fools in my Text, and too 
many Inſtances in all Ages convince us, that a Man 
may be ſometimes a Frequenter of God's s Houſe, and 


yet be ani] Man; one could ſcarcely think it credi- 


ble. Becauſe that every thing we are to do there, is 


actually defigu'd by Almighty God, and is admirably 
adapted by Wiſdom. it ſelf, to make us truly good. 


4 
— 
. 
* * * 
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This i is evident from the Nature of the holy Being 
we adore, from the Declarations of his bleſſed Will, 
from all the Parts of Divine Worſhip, from the Do- 
dt rines and Precepts we come to hear, and the Rewards 
and Puniſhments annex'd to them, in order to engage 
our Obedience. Since every one of theſe (all of which 
are ſuppos'd to be thought of in God's Houſe have a 
Tendency to promote a pure and boly Life, 

And therefore one cannot but wonder, that a Man 
ſhould attend upon theſe Things, and yet be a Stranger 


to the Effects, they were deſign'd to produce: But 
more eſpecially that any ſhould think, that their De- 
votions ſnhould be accepted by a God of infinite Pu- 


rity; whilſt they continue to lead a Life, abominably 


finful and impure. Sincè God expresfly tells the eros, 


that 'by reafon of their Wickedneſs, their Incenſe was 
an Abomination to him, that their ſolemn Aſſemblies were 


Ta. i. 11, Iniquity, and asks to what purpoſe were the multitude 


of their Sacrifices. And we find even in Heathen Au- 
thors, that they thought a {ure Heart, clean Hands, &c. 
were a neceſſary Qualification of an acceptable Sacri- 
fice. And indeed Reaſon it ſelf tells us, there muft 
be an utter Irreconcileableneſ's between perfect Holineſs it 
ſelf, and whatever is wicked and unclean. 

So that without a good Life, there is nq one imagi- 
nable Reaſon, why our Devotions ſhould. be accepted 
by Almighty God. For God being /erfely bappy, in- 
finitely above the want of any thing that we can offer, 


can receive no 15 ble Advantage, from our Prayers 
and 
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and Praiſes : He has only been plead to appoint them 


for our Good; that by the frequent lifting up our 


Hearts to the Holy Author of our Being, our Souls 
might be thereby chang'd to at leaſt ſome Reſemblance of 


his Purity, and ſo we be render'd as the Apoſtle ez ex- 


preſſes it, Partakers of the Divine Nature. | 
Now to abuſe theſe ſacred Things, to make that a 


Cloak for Sin, which ſhould be a Means of Holineſs, 


muſt needs be highly provoking in the Sight of God; 
and (if we are not ſtrangely prejudic d. muſt appeat 
deteſtable to us. | 

For a wicked Man's thinking to appeaſe God with a 
Prayer, tho' he goes on ſtill in his Wickedneſs, looks 
like offering a Bribe, or at leaſt flattering a Judge to cor- 


rupt Juſtice : Which when apply'd to the God of Rigb- 


teouſne ſe, isla Crime that carries ſomething ſo horribly 
Shocking in it, that one need not aggravate it with 
Words ;, or rather no Words are capable, of ſhewing 


the Heinouſneſs of it. 
At beſt, the Prayers of the Ae their reſort. 


ing to God's Houſe, and offering Sacrifice there, is 
no better, than making a Man a formal Viſit, and 
giving him fair Words, whilſt we uſe him Ill. And 
how Unworthy a Thought is it, to ſuppoſe that Infi- 


nite Wiſdom it ſelf; can be pleas'd with the Comple- 


ments of our bs whilſt we affront him with our”, 


Ives. 


Beſides, if thoſe-who prolels a Zeal, and attend up- | 


on the Ordinances of Religion, are no leſs immoral in 
| their 
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their Lives, than thoſe that do not; this muſt do it a 
Diſbonour, 2nd loſe its Credit with the World. And. 
that is another Reaſon of the Neceſlity of a Good 
Life, to render our Devotions acceptable, and that 
with our is, our frequenting God's Houſe, and offering 
Sacrifices there, inſtead of appeaſing God, . will rather 
ex1{perate his Wrath. 

BUT, it may be fit to obſerve, that there are Teveral, 
| other Things, beſides that I have been ſpeaking to, 
| which may very juſtly be term'd the Sacrifice of Fools- 
| I ſhall but juſt name them, hoping that will be ſuffici- 
ent to make you carefully avoid RS .-. 

Such as the putting up improper Petitions to Almighty 
God : Which our Duty forbids us to ask, and the Ho- 
nour of God to grant. As when we beg to be gratify d 
in our ſenſual Appetites and Paſſion; in our Covetouſ- 
neſs our Pride, Revenge, Cc. 

Or when we pray for temporal Proſperity, without 
fubmitting it to the Wiſdom of God, if he ſees it beſt 

Or for ſpiritual Mercies, without ufing the Means 
God has appointed for the obtaining them, or comply-- 
ing with the Conditions upon which he has promis'd 


, f 


| them. For-if we ask Forgiveneſs of Sins, without re- 
| penting of them; or Deliverance from Temptations, 

whilſt we ran wilfully into them; We do not honour- 
but mock God, and which is properly the Caſe of Fools; 


ſt we directly defeat the End, we deſign to promote. 


1 Other 


* ** 1 \ 
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Other Sacrifices of Fools, are the Addreſſing our 
prayers to ſuch Perſons, as tis probable may knom no- 
thing of them, vis. Saints and Angels : - And likewiſe 
putting them into a Language, that we underſtand not 
our ſelves. 


The dreſſing them i in a pompotes Orb of ſuperſtiti- 


tious Fopperies : Or elſe in rude, undigeſted, irreverent 


Expreſſions. 


All theſe may with great Propriety be ſtyl'd the 
Sacrifice of Fools, tho* not all of them in the ſame De- 
gree as that which my Text ſeems, more immediately 


to aim at: Namely, the truſting to our Sacrifices, to 


make Atonement for our Sins, tho' we continue in 


them, and conſider not that we do evil. Becauſe this is 
a borrible | 


from that bleſſed End, they were intended for. 
And therefore in the higheſt Senſe of the Words moy 
be term'd the Sacrifice of Fools. 


L have now gone thro' the Particulars, which I prope- 
ſed to ſpeakto, and therefore ſhall now proceed, 


Application of them. 

LET us then be happily prevail'd upon, (as an Infe- 
rence from what has been ſaid) to be conſtant Fre- 
quenters of our Churches, enter them with awful Re- 


rence, and behave devoutly in them. For fince we 


are directed to keep our Fees, when we go ta the Houſe 
er W N LY 


Let 


perverting the Holy Ordinances of God, 
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4A SERMON Preachd 
Let us not then abſent our ſelves, for ſuch idle fri- 
volous Pretences, as we ſhafl be aſbam'd and afraid to 
plead. before the great Judge of the World; but ra- 
ther bleſs God for the Opportunities of appearing be- 
fore him in Publick, and be glad when it is faid unto 
ws, let us go into the Houſe of the Lord. þ eaſe 
Let neither Sloth, nor Pleaſure, nor unneceſſary 
ill-tim'd Buſineſs, or any ſuch unwarrantable Cauſes, 
ever keep us from God's Houſe ; Nor let any light irre- 
verent Carriage, prophane our Service there. And 
Tet us be careful too, that nothing that looks like Aﬀ- 
Fectation, or may be juſtly call'd Indecency, blemiſh 
obe Beauty of Holineſs, and give Offence. | 
And to prevent theſe Things the better, let us pre- 
pare our ſelves with proper Thoughts, before we leave 
our Homes: And conſider ſeriouſly, of the ſolemn Bu- 
fines we go about. Aſſuring our ſelves it is 3 Pro- 
phaneneſs, not to be thought upon but with Horrour, 
to go into the Houſe of God, without defi, igning at leaſt 
to be devout, and aftually bending. « our Attention to 


_ the ſacred of des there. 


Indeed, conſidering the Frailty of our Nature, and 


how apt we are to receive Impreſſions from ſuch Things 


as ſtrike our Senſes; any one may be ſurprix d into 
involuntary Wandrings, and yet his Sacrifice be accep- 
ted, becauſe ſincere. So that the weak and timerous 
Soul; which labours earneſtly after a fied Attention; 
and laments the Tmperfe&nels of it, may receive Com- 
fort from the Thoughts, that we have 4 —__ —4 

rieft; 


before the Levant- Company. L 


Prieſt, who is roueb'd with the feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties, is our Advocate with the Father, offers our Prayers 
to him, and intercedes in our behalf. But then this 
Doctrine of Comfort is not to encourage our Sloth, on- 
ly to prevent Deſpair ; not make us remiſs in our 
Duty, but go on cheerfully in it. 

For if a careleſs diſreſpectful Carriage is ſeldom born 
by us with Patience from thoſe of the ſame Nature 
with us, and who perhaps are no ways our Dependants ; 
how much greater Reaſon is there, why the God of 
Heaven and Earth ſhould reſent Irreverence in his Crea- 
eures, who receive their Being from him, and depend 
upon him for all they have. 

BUT ſince it is not for Prayers and Praifes only that 
we meet together in our Churches; not only to take 
upon us to ſpeak to God, but likewiſe to hear his Will: 
We ſhould come prepar'd to receive it, with a ſtedfaſt 
Purpoſe to obey it. 

And as a Motive to attend with Seriouſneſs, we 
ſhould duly conſider with our ſelves, that what we 
hear, if out of God's Word, or if conformable there- 
unto, is the Word that ſhall judge us at the laſt Day. 
And if ſuch a Perſwaſion as this, ſhould have taken 
root in our Hearts, it would not only make us mind- 


ful of what we hear, but likewiſe ſhun all Impediments 


which might hinder its good Effects, and likewiſe 
take all proper Methods to make it moſt uſeful, Then 
no Prejudice to the Preacher could give us a diſtaſtz 
for Truth, nor fondneſs for any Vice make us diſ- 
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reliſh 0. d RES . us to correct 
it. 

Then if kapgily' we meet with fomething, that 
touches out own Cafe, and have ſeen our ſelves plainly, 
in the Glaſs. of God's Mord; we ſhould not immedi- 
ately forget what manner of Men we were, but prize 
the valuable Diſcovery, revolve it frequently in our 
Thoughts, fix ee in our Haw; and apply it in 
Our Dives. 

And this, indeed, is the End we Moc ativays have 
in View; that we may not be bearers of tbe Mord on- 
yy, deceiving our own fron, but Am of it ro the 
Joving of our Souls, yo! 

For without tbis, the Inerestseof nn will 
but Inoreaſe our Guilt, our moſt ſolemn Services be 
but the Sacrifice of Fools, and what would otherwiſe 
procure us Favour, be an Abomination to the Lora av 
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